
Biblical verses relating to poverty 
 
 
 
 
 
Proverbs 14:31 
He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy 
honors God. 
 
 
Matthew 25: 42-45 
For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was 
sick and in prison and you did not look after me.'  
 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing 
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'  
 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did 
not do for me.'  
 
 
Deuteronomy 24:14-15 
Do not take advantage of a hired man who is poor and needy, whether he is a brother Israelite or 
an alien living in one of your towns. Pay him his wages each day before sunset, because he is 
poor and is counting on it. Otherwise he may cry to the LORD against you, and you will be guilty 
of sin. 
 
 
Jeremiah 22:13-17 
"Woe to him who builds his palace by unrighteousness,  
       his upper rooms by injustice,  
       making his countrymen work for nothing,  
       not paying them for their labor.  
He says, 'I will build myself a great palace  
       with spacious upper rooms.'  
       So he makes large windows in it,  
       panels it with cedar  
       and decorates it in red.  
 "Does it make you a king  
       to have more and more cedar?  
       Did not your father have food and drink?  
       He did what was right and just,  
       so all went well with him.  
He defended the cause of the poor and needy,  
       and so all went well.  
       Is that not what it means to know me?"  
       declares the LORD.  
 "But your eyes and your heart  
       are set only on dishonest gain,  
       on shedding innocent blood  
       and on oppression and extortion." 
 



James 4:17-5:6 (Warning to Rich Oppressors) 
Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins. 
Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. Your 
wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded. Their 
corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last 
days. Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out 
against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have 
lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 
You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you. 
 
 
Isaiah 61:8  
"For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity.” 
 
 
Luke 4:18-21 
[Jesus said]   
 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  

because he has anointed me  
to preach good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  
and recovery of sight for the blind,  
to release the oppressed,  
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing." 
 
 
Luke 16:19-31 (The Rich Man and Lazarus) 
There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At 
his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from 
the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. The time came when the beggar 
died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. In 
hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 
So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' But Abraham replied, 'Son, 
remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, 
but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a 
great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.' He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my 
father's house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this 
place of torment.' Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 
'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' He 
said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.' 
 


