Template 215 word Christmas shopping article for Created volunteers to use in local media / church publications. ***Remember to offer photos***

HOW TO HAVE A FAIR TRADE CHRISTMAS
Christmas is traditionally the season for giving, but if the thought of giving and receiving yet another pair of socks fills you with despair, help is at hand.

Christian relief and development agency, Tearfund, has launched its unique catalogue packed full of innovative gifts which could solve all your shopping problems this Christmas.

The Created gift catalogue offers an array of beautiful and exotic presents from all around the world, and because they are fairly traded, you can rest assured that those who are responsible for manufacturing and supplying the goods have been paid a fair price for their products.

“This year’s Created catalogue is packed full of over 400 beautifully crafted items from some of the world’s poorest communities, all of whom have been supported by Created and are paid a fair price for their work” says INSERT NAME, Created volunteer in INSERT TOWN. 
“Through buying these unusual gifts, home items and Christmas cards and decorations, you can help make a real difference to people’s lives.”

Products on offer in the Created catalogue range from exquisitely crafted jewellery and accessories through to brightly painted children’s toys and intricately carved wooden furniture. 

To make life even easier, you can even avoid the Christmas crowds by shopping online at www.createdgifts.org or by calling 0845 218 3960.

- ENDS –

Notes to editors:

1) Created (formerly Tearcraft) is the fair trade business of Christian relief and development agency, Tearfund, one of the UK’s largest relief and development agencies and a member of the Disasters Emergency Committee. 
2) Created products are sold online, via the Created catalogue, and also through a network of over 1,000 representatives, who sell Created items to friends, in people’s houses and at Church events. For further information on becoming a Created representative, call 0845 218 3964.

For pictures, samples, case studies and more information please contact:  
INSERT YOUR NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS

Abby King, Tearfund on 020 8943 7936, 07939 120545 or abby.king@tearfund.org 
