HOME IS…
WELL… WHAT IS HOME?

A TRU E S TORY

Take a moment to think about your home.

Tamam is a mum from Syria.

•

Where is it?

She has a photograph of the home that she loved.

•

What does it look like?

•

How does it make you feel?

Now, think about what the best home ever
might be like.
•

What sort of things or people belong
in there?

•

How would it make you feel?

•

Perhaps you could draw a picture of it –
like a photograph.

She and her children used to live in the countryside.
They reared goats and grew fruit and vegetables.
They had a beautiful garden and even had an olive
grove full of lovely, shady olive trees. It was a happy,
comfortable life. Tamam and her children had
everything they needed.
When fighting came to their village, everything went
wrong. There was no electricity or running water any
more. All the crops died, the animals starved and the
family became so hungry that eventually they had
to run away. It was too dangerous for them to stay
in their home.
Running away meant a long, frightening and difficult
journey in the night-time. They had nothing left
with them except a small bag of family photographs.
Their house got destroyed and Tamam’s husband, the
children’s dad, was killed.
Now Tamam and her children live in two tiny,
cramped rooms. The buildings around where they live
are badly built and roofs often collapse. When it rains,
water pours in. The neighbourhood is not safe for the
children to play in and it’s in the middle of a city called
Beirut, far away from the home they used to love.
(Beirut is in a country called Lebanon, which is next
to Syria.)
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They miss having animals and being able to farm. The
area around them now is full of concrete buildings and
it’s very hard for Tamam to get enough money for rent
and food. When they first arrived, they didn’t even
have a mattress to sleep on.
This is why we have to help.
Everyone needs somewhere to feel safe and looked
after. A home.
Tearfund’s local partner (an organisation we work
with to help people) is right near where Tamam and
her children live now. It’s called Tahaddi Education
Center. Tahaddi can’t give them back their house, but
the people who work there provide love and care and a
place for the children to get some schooling and make
new friends. It’s a place where they can have a chance
to do a few fun things and take their minds off all the
very hard things they’ve been through that can make
them feel sad and frightened and alone.
Tahaddi helps them to feel like they have somewhere
that is a home.
They gave the family a mattress to sleep on and helped
them get money for somewhere to stay and food to
eat. They’ve even helped Tamam learn a new skill –
how to sew clothes. This gives Tamam a way to earn
a bit of money to look after the children and work
towards a better life for them.

B I B LE T I M E
‘By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one another.’
JOHN 13:35
Jesus said this. It’s one of the many places in the
Bible that he talks about loving one another. Loving
one another was (and is) very important to him. He
loved us so much that he died on a cross to save us
from having to pay for the things we get wrong – God
knew none of us would manage to be perfect! We
don’t need to die on a cross to show our love, but we
do need to help the people in the world around us
however we can.
I wonder if you can think of any ways you might be
able to help people like Tamam and her children?

WO R S H I P
Sometimes we can feel overwhelmed by the things
going on in the world.
It’s important to remember that, even if they may be
big or scary things, our God is bigger and stronger.
And he always listens to us when we pray. The Bible
promises us he will never ever leave us.
A really good way to remind ourselves of this is
through worshipping God. Sometimes that can be
through singing songs or praying, or even dancing or
walking in nature.
Here is a song that you could sing if you felt like it.
Or how about writing your own song?
David was a famous person in the Bible who wrote
many songs to God, called Psalms. You could even
write your own Psalm!

hty
My God is so big, so strong and so mig
There's nothing my God cannot do
hty
My God is so big, so strong and so mig
There's nothing my God cannot do
The mountains are his
The rivers are his
The stars are his handiwork too
mig hty
My God is so great, so strong and so
mig hty
My God is so great, so strong and so
There’s nothing my God cannot do
mig hty
My God is so great, so strong and so
There’s nothing my God cannot do
He made the trees
He made the seas
He made the elephants too
hty
My God is so big, so strong and so mig
There's nothing my God cannot do
There's nothing my God cannot do
There's nothing my God cannot do
There's nothing my God cannot do
For you
For you
Song written by Ruth Harms Calkin

