CHURCH LEADER
MODEL TALK
Thank you for taking ten minutes to talk about Tamam and
Tearfund with your congregation.
We’ll start by giving you a brief overview of who Tamam is and
then direct you to a four-minute video which allows her to tell
her story in her own words. In there, you’ll also be able to hear
from Karen Soerensen who heads up Tearfund’s work in the area.
Following that, we’ve shared a short prayer with you which you
might like to pray together with your congregation. Then we’ve
included some information on how anyone who wants to help
can get involved in supporting people like Tamam and her family.

MEE T T AMAM
Tamam never imagined her world falling apart the way it did.
She has a photo of her husband, her small son and her beautiful
garden in Syria. All that’s left of those beloved things now is
the picture.
Caught in the crossfire and forced to flee their home when the
conflict came, Tamam and her four remaining children sought
safety in neighbouring Lebanon. But it’s not the same. It’s not
the home she remembers and loved and lost.
Now she and her family live in two small, cramped rooms in a
slum in Beirut.
Tearfund’s local partner, the Tahaddi Center, has helped bring some
help, comfort and hope for Tamam and others like her in the midst
of such sadness.
Tamam shares her own story in the video which you can find here.

PRAY

RESPOND
To the church leader

It is the will of our God that we share our harvest with
those who are in need.

Please will you help people like Tamam and
her children?

Please will you pray with us.

We are making amazing progress.

Lord, we think of all that Tamam went through. Forced
to flee her own country to live in a foreign land – her
home and family life destroyed.

According to the World Bank, over the last 20 years we
have seen the rate of extreme poverty reduce by half
around the world.

Help us to stand with families who have lost almost
everything through conflict or disaster. Help us to share
your compassion with people in greatest need who feel
broken and abandoned.

Through the generous giving of people just like you,
we’ve been a part of this result. Tearfund and our
partners have been able to reach over 48 million
people in the last few years alone.

Father God, help us not to look away. We pray that all
families fleeing their homes will find a place of welcome
and safety.

But there is more to be done.

Help us to play our part in restoring a sense of home.
Amen

‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do
not reap to the very edges of your field or
gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave
them for the poor and for the foreigner
residing among you. I am the Lord your God.’
LEVITICUS 23:22

Just under a billion people on the planet still live
on less than £1.50 per day. That’s 1 in 7 people who
can’t afford to eat properly, to feed their children,
to access education for them, or to pay medical
bills. As the church – the body of Christ on earth,
we must reach out.
For people like Tamam and her family, we need to stand
in the gap. We need to help provide the tools for them
to move from hunger, trauma and fear, to a future
with hope.
Your gift will make a difference. Even £12 can provide
trauma support for a child like Tamam’s for a month.
And whether you can’t manage as much as £12, or,
in fact, you can manage more, your gift is powerful
in God’s hands whatever the amount.
Please will you walk with us as we follow Jesus,
bringing his love in the most practical ways where
the need is greatest.

Thank you again for taking the time to share this with
your congregation. We hope they have been moved,
as we were, by Tamam’s story.
If they’d like to respond, we’ve used £12 to show a
practical example of what their gift can do, but there
are other amounts which you could use on a response
card instead. You know your congregation best and
will be able to judge what might be most achievable
for them. Some alternatives can be found here:
tearfund.org/churchresource
Of course, these are all just suggestions to help make
things as simple as possible. Any amount given will
make a difference. There are all the usual ways to give
– online, by phone, or even mail, but if you’re in an
online church service, the easiest option may be to
direct people to the webpage here: tearfund.org/give
As always, we’re right here if we can help with any
further answers, assistance or information. You can
reach us by email at churches@tearfund.org

Thank you.

