
01 WHY WE CARE ABOUT POVERTY

 Tamam and her family in Beirut, Lebanon



A B O U T T E A R F U N D

We are a Christian international relief and 
development agency with more than 50 years’ 
experience. We work in more than 50 countries 
worldwide, in partnership with communities, 
churches and local organisations, to tackle the 
complex challenges of poverty and injustice.

H O M E I S… 

W H E R E Y O U C A N 

L I V E L I F E  T O T H E F U L L

Conflict and extreme poverty tears ‘home’ away 
from families. But the church is called to challenge 
this injustice, restoring a sense of home by showing 
Jesus’ love and care in action.

We all long for home. Somewhere we can belong, 
feel safe and enjoy everyday life. God created the 
earth to be our home. Whatever home looks like, 
it should be a peaceful place where daily life is 
rewarding. It should be a place where relationships 
with God, ourselves, each other and creation have 
the potential to flourish.

We believe that home should be a place where 
people can feel safe and grow – not somewhere you 
live in fear and suffering. Yet all around the world, 
people’s sense of home is being shattered by conflict 
and poverty, caused by a catastrophic breakdown 
in relationships. Millions of people have had their 
lives torn apart and live in fear, without the daily 
essentials needed for their growth and well-being.

 The door to Tamam’s family home in the makeshift settlement in Beirut



H O M E R E S T O R E D

Many have seen unimaginable horrors, and live with that trauma every day. 
People like Tamam. Originally from Syria she was forced to flee with her children 
to neighbouring Lebanon to escape the conflict which had destroyed her home, 
threatened her children and made life unbearable. You can read more about her 
story in the second booklet called ‘What we are doing about it’.

But you can help. Together as the church, we are called to help restore the safety 
and protection of home for people around the world where the need is greatest.

The time is now. This is your opportunity to help provide the essentials that 
people need to live the lives that God intended for them. By opening up 
Tamam’s story through these resources, you can reveal God’s heart for people 
living in poverty and offer encouragement about how they can be part of 
transforming lives in Jesus’ name.

These resources will provide all you need to introduce Tamam and her story to 
inspire people into prayer and action.

B I B L E-B A S E D R E S P O N S E

But first we’d like to give you an insight into how 
Tearfund works through our Bible-based response 
to poverty.

G O D’S A N S W E R T O P O V E R T Y

God is compassionate and cares for all people – we see that through the many 
Bible passages about justice and care for people in poverty. The conflict, 
oppression and poverty that are so widespread across the world demonstrate 
that something has gone badly wrong. The relationship between God and 
humanity is broken, and we live in a broken world.

In Genesis 1 and 2 we learn about what life should be like, with God, humanity 
and creation in perfect harmony. But that all changes with the fall in Genesis 3. 
The result is broken relationships not just between us and God but also with 
each other and the whole of the natural world:

Broken relationship with God: we are following our own way, not  
God’s way

Broken relationship with self: we feel shame and don’t have our  
identities in God

Broken relationships with others: we are in conflict with each other

Broken relationship with creation: we are damaging God’s creation
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For I was hungry and you gave me something to

eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 

to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in.

MATTHEW 25:35
‘Home is the feeling of having all 
my family, and holding them 
dear in my heart’ 
TAMAM



O U R B R O K E N W O R L D

All over the world we see poverty springing from these four types of 
relationships being broken and dysfunctional.

Our broken relationship with God means we do not follow his 
commands to uphold justice and look after the oppressed.

Our broken relationship with ourselves means we don’t fully 
recognise that we have been made in God’s likeness with infinite 
dignity and worth. So people in poverty often feel powerless to rise 
out of the terrible situation they face.

Our broken relationship with God’s creation can be seen in our 
treatment of the natural world – overconsumption, famine, flooding 
and extreme temperatures that destroy crops for the poorest.

Our broken relationships with others means that we don’t care 
for our neighbours, we don’t love one another as we love ourselves. 
This results in conflict between families, among communities and 
across nations. The ultimate expression is in armed conflict where 
people destroy homes, lay waste to communities and innocent 
people like Tamam are killed or displaced.

G O O D N E W S O F J E S U S

The good news is that, through Jesus Christ, God is at work to restore all of 
these severed relationships – not just our personal relationships with God, but 
with ourselves, each other and our natural environment.

A C H R I S T I A N R E S P O N S E T O P O V E R T Y

Poverty and injustice are symptoms of something fundamentally wrong in the 
relationship between God and humanity. Tearfund is a movement of Christians 
and churches who strive to restore that relationship by demonstrating the love 
of God in action. By giving, praying and challenging injustice, we are following 
Jesus where the need is greatest. And we invite you to do the same.
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‘I have come that they may 

have life, and have it to the full.’

JOHN 10:10
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