CHAD: WHY JESUS SEES
SUCH URGENT NEED
We can bring hope in a time of drought

FOR THE SPEAKER

GIVE LIKE JESUS
At Tearfund we are inspired by Jesus’
extraordinary generosity. Generosity
summed up so movingly in Philippians
2:6-8 which says
‘Who being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something
to be used to his own advantage; rather,
he made himself nothing by taking the
very nature of a servant, being made
in human likeness. And being found
in appearance as a man, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to
death – even death on a cross!’
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And as we seek to follow Jesus to
where the need is greatest, we, through
indwelling of the Holy Spirit ‘in your
relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus’ (Philippians
2:5). That mindset calls us to be generous
too. To give and not to count the cost.
This is a driving motivation for all of
Tearfund’s frontline work.
That is why this year we are launching a
new UK Supporter Communications and
Fundraising campaign that celebrates
Jesus’ generosity and challenges us to
consider what it might mean to follow
his example. We are asking people,
inspired by their faith, to Give Like Jesus.
Because the truth is the need is so great.
It cannot have escaped your notice there
has been a significant increase
in both natural and manmade disasters
in the last few years. Oenone Chadburn,
Head of Humanitarian Support for
Tearfund says: ‘We only need to look
at the global statistics and the impact
of our changing climate to see that

disasters are set to increase’. As Tearfund
was birthed by the UK evangelical church
in the face of the famines in Africa in the
1960s it seems right, under God, that we
should work with all our global church
partners and our faith-filled supporters
to meet this increasing need today.
This is why through the Give Like Jesus
campaign we want to recruit as many
new supporters as we can, so together
we achieve more on behalf of the global
poor, particularly in times of disaster and
its aftermath. This is where you come
in. Through your passionate speaking
in local churches all over the UK you
will be enabling our Tearfund partners
to reach thousands and thousands
of people, just like Jumana and her
daughter Yasmin who are struggling with
extreme hunger in the drought-ridden
Sahel. We hope and pray that you too
will moved by their story and inspired by
the generosity of Jesus, and together we
will know what it means in our own lives
to give like Jesus.

Within this pack, you will find a range
of resources to help you as you prepare for
your speaking engagement. Additional online
resources can be found on Speakers Corner
tearfund.org/speakerscorner

MEET JUMANA AND
HER DAUGHTER YASMIN
Jumana is a hard-working mother, who lives
in Chad, in the middle of Africa. To support her
family she farms land near her village.
This year her crops of maize and sorghum were
killed by a harsh drought. With all her income
lost, and no grain to sell in the market, feeding
her four small children is almost impossible.
Her husband can only contribute a little
money from selling rope at the local market.

Tearfund’s local church partner in Chad is responding to
Jesus’ call to feed the hungry by providing essential food.
It is also supporting irrigation and replanting to safeguard
harvests in the long term.
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Yasmin

TRADING
IN THE MARKET

Jumana

Before the drought killed her crops, Jumana had
plans for Yasmin and her other children. ‘I am
hoping that she will go to school but there are
many obstacles. The first thing I must think of is
food. When I get money I have to buy food for
them first. But if things change then I will save
money to send Yasmin to school.’
With no grain to eat or sell, Jumana is forced to
improvise. Though often exhausted by hunger,
she weaves mats and bowls from rushes to sell
in the market.

DAILY BREAD
Other people store food in Jumana’s baskets,
though she doesn’t have enough daily bread to
keep her own children from harm. Maintaining
hope in these conditions is hard. ‘Many people
have malaria and often we hear of children or
men who have died, or who have just given up.’
Food, when it arrives, does more than provide
a meal. Jumana tells us: ‘I feel God is answering
our prayers – because things were terrible,
then the local church came in and gave us food
which gives us hope that God is at work and
maybe things could get better.’

Weaving that takes five days
of constant labour will only
earn enough money in the
market to buy food for two
family meals. It doesn’t add up.

At every speaking engagement,
we are inviting Christians to
offer hope, by giving regularly
and supporting our partners
who are following Jesus where
the need is greatest.

JESUS LED TEARFUND
TO THE DRY HEART
OF AFRICA
If you’ve ever wondered what comes before Church
and Community Mobilisation (CCM) – Tearfund’s
brilliant and much-loved approach to tackling
poverty through the church – it’s this…
People are so consumed with scraping together
enough food to stay alive, they don’t have room
for anything else. How can you ask people to stop
foraging for seeds for their children, and instead
come to a CCM workshop at the church?
In the Sahel region of Africa, an estimated 5.9 million children
will suffer from acute malnutrition in 2016. One in five
children there doesn’t make it to their fifth birthday.
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Chad is the fourth-poorest country in the world.
The north of the country is desert, while the south
is greener. Below the desert is a broad belt of land
called the Sahel, where people rely on a rainy
season to grow sorghum and millet. This year’s
drought shrivelled crops in the fields before
they could be harvested.
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TEARFUND GOING
BACK TO BASICS
Although it’s not the end goal, food is the
place to start. As the Chadian proverb goes,
‘The hungry have no ears.’ Whilst people are
on the brink of starvation due to the changing
climate, food is the one and only focus – they
can’t learn, can’t plan, can’t hope.
‘I used to be a very strong woman, but now
I have been reduced to thinking only of how
I can feed my family,’ says Jumana. ‘Before,
I had many dreams – I thought we could buy
and sell cattle, and then send the children
to school. But now, that is not possible.’
This is why, in places like Hille Bar, where
disaster and desperation are king, we must
start with the basics. Whole life transformation
is the end goal. But the first step is to follow
Jesus where the need is greatest, right into
the heart of this disaster, to tackle extreme
hunger. Only then can they look beyond their
immediate needs and plan for the future.

There is a local saying:
The hungry have no ears. It
means that hungry people can
only think about their next meal.

CHANGES IN THE
CLIMATE AND EL NIÑO
The Sahel is always vulnerable to drought.
The last two years have seen erratic rainfall,
bringing floods and drought to different areas.
Humans are impacting the climate. Growing
international acceptance of this led to a new
United Nations climate change agreement
in Paris 2015. It is a huge step forward. Such
progress is essential for the poorest people,
like Jumana and her family, whose lives are
most exposed to changes in the climate.
Another factor is El Niño. A regular switch in
the direction of the Pacific Ocean’s current
alters global weather patterns. Between
June and September 2015 this alteration
contributed in some parts of the Sahel to a
drought that killed crops.

THE LOCAL CHURCH
BRINGING HOPE
IN JESUS’ NAME

BRINGING HOPE
IN JESUS’ NAME
Jesus has called his followers to respond to
poverty with generosity. In the Sahel, like
countless other places around the world, we
are called to feed the hungry.
Tearfund partners like PEDC in Chad and others
all around the world are doing what they can to
provide essential food, as well as working with
local people to create sustainable solutions.

The majority of people in Chad are Muslim,
yet there is a church a few kilometres from
Jumana’s village. It’s not big, and the people
there struggle with poverty too, but it is
passionate about partnering with Tearfund’s
partner PEDC to turn things around.

‘The first thing the church does is
pray for these communities. And
then we intervene and support them’
Pastor Netho,
Evangelical Church of Dabkere, Chad
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Pastor Netho

Tearfund is encouraging local
initiatives, such as improving
irrigation to manage better the
water they have and planting
trees to stabilise the soil. This
employs local people, who are
paid in food to work on projects
that will protect and sustain
their communities.

BUILDING A
NEW FOUNDATION
FOR THE FUTURE
The church is providing people with
immediate food relief, and also helping
people improve irrigation to preserve water,
and serve 65 hectares of local land. As church
worker Paulin says, of a reservoir,
‘This helps to retain the water, so that
villagers can transfer crops and grow them
in the dry season.’ The irrigation enables
them to germinate seed and grow crops in
the dry season, and transfer them to their
own land – meaning more food can be grown.
This is just the beginning. Once people are
back from the brink of starvation, this work
can be expanded. New livelihoods can be
established, resilience to disasters can be
built, and CCM could take off as people
dare to plan and hope again.

As well as helping to contribute
to the future stability of their
community, local people who
worked on the construction of
the reservoir were paid with
much-needed food of sorghum,
millet, beans and salt.

HOW ARE WE INVITING
PEOPLE TO RESPOND?
At the end of every Tearfund talk, we want
to invite people to consider responding to
what they have heard. To help you with this,
we have provided you with two resources
which you’ll find in this pack.

A BREAD BASKET

A gift of £10 a month
could provide Yasmin with
two good meals a day.
Please remember that people can
choose to give any regular giving
amount – whatever they can afford.

This basket was made by a woman like Jumana.
As you will see from the film, it takes Jumana five
days to weave a basket, but only earns her enough
for two meals. The irony is, while Jumana
makes these baskets for others to store their
bread in, she has no bread to feed her children.

HOLD ON
On the USB stick you will find a Powerpoint
with images from Chad set to a beautiful song
– Hold On, recorded especially for this campaign
and written by Yvonne Lyon and Ryan Taylor.
We are encouraging all of our speakers to build
in some time at the end of their talk to play
this powerpoint (where technology allows) and
to pass the basket around the congregation.
As you do, encourage people to hold the
basket for a few seconds, and to fill it on behalf
of the hungry, with their prayers and support
– they can place any regular giving forms they
fill out in it or give them to you at the end.

A POSTCARD TO TAKE AWAY
In your pack you will also find a postcard which we’d love you to
give to anyone who completes a response form. At the end of your
speaking engagement, remind the congregation that you’ll be available
to answer any questions and take in
any other forms that people haven’t
managed to fill in yet.
More response forms and
postcards can be ordered from
your Volunteer Manager.

‘Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.”
There was plenty of grass in that place,
and they sat down (about five thousand
men were there). Jesus then took the loaves,
gave thanks, and distributed to those who
were seated as much as they wanted.
He did the same with the fish.
When they had all had enough to eat,
he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces
that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.”
So they gathered them and filled twelve
baskets with the pieces of the five barley
loaves left over by those who had eaten.
After the people saw the sign Jesus
performed, they began to say, “Surely this is
the Prophet who is to come into the world.”’
John 6:10-14
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