Lent Appeal

Pray together

to help beat
poverty this Lent
Three ways to pray

1. Pray with Leonille
Leonille lives in Rwanda. She is part of a group of people
living with disabilities who, encouraged by our local partner
organisation, are working together to transform their lives.
She asked us to pray: ‘Pray for Rwanda and its leaders, and
pray that the development that we have seen continues and
reaches to all people in Rwanda. … Someone out there may still
be fetching water from a kilometre away … Once there is peace
and security, if our country develops, we can have a better life.’

Pray for people to discover and find value in the
resources they have within themselves, and to
be willing and able to share them in order to
help others. Ask God that each of us will also be
aware of what we have to offer to those around
us, and that we will use these things to lift each
other up.

Pray for peace, stability and good leadership in
countries around the world – particularly those
most affected by poverty – so that there can be
improved development, and opportunities for people
everywhere to thrive. Pray that all people will have
access to good basic infrastructure, such as clean
water and sanitation services.

Leonille tells us that, key to the success of their group, is the
way they work together and learn from each other. She says,
‘My fellow members came not knowing how to knit [beads] ...
So, I told them that I knew how to knit [beads] ... I shared my
best knowledge with them, so now some of them have
become better. I am sometimes amazed by their creativity.’

‘Let’s lift each other up’ self-help group is
made of 20 people living with disabilities.
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Leonille also had two more prayer requests: ‘My prayer request
is that God may give us wisdom to expand our activities and
also manage to get a market for our products ... If God gives
us wisdom, knowledge and strength, and if we get access to
the markets, the lives of the most vulnerable in our groups will
greatly improve.’
Pray for people like Leonille and for self-help
groups – that they will be encouraged; that they will
have wisdom and opportunities; and that even the
most vulnerable people will see transformation in
their lives and circumstances.

‘The prayer request for my children is that my elder son, who
didn’t finish studies because he had to take care of me, gets the
future he deserves because he will not spend all his life helping
me. My wish for my son is that he may get the skills he needs to
get a job. My wish is that the Lord God may forge a good future
for both my kids.’
Pray for Leonille’s sons, and for the children of people
facing poverty all around the world. Ask God for
better futures for them – for education and
work opportunities. Lift up young people who have
the responsibility of being carers. Pray that they will
also have the chance to fulfil their dreams.

Leonille, 53, lives with her two sons
who take care of her.
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2. Be woven together in prayer
Activity suggestion:
make a prayer bracelet
Have some thread/pipe cleaners and coloured
beads for people to make a bracelet while praying.
Encourage them to take the bracelet home so they
can be reminded to pray for people like Leonille.

One of the ways Leonille makes some income is by making
items out of colourful beads that she skillfully threads together.
Each bead, on its own, may be pretty, but when it is woven
together with other beads in a pattern, it becomes something
even more beautiful and purposeful.
Pray that – like those beads in Leonille’s hands – we will
allow God to use each of us in community with each other
to make something beautiful and to make a difference.
Together, wherever we are, we can make a difference in the
lives of people all around the world.
Let’s also pray for people in self-help groups like Leonille’s who
have felt isolated in the past – as Leonille says was true for her.
Pray that they will find strength, encouragement and a sense of
belonging as they are woven together in community, and that
they will know God’s presence with them.

Leonille enjoys working with beads
to do different items.
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3. Pray together
Our Father,
Thank you for your son, Jesus.
Thank you for his life, bringing us new hope.
Thank you for his death and resurrection, bringing us new life.
Please, God, will you bring hope to people facing poverty.
Please, God, will you bring new life to people’s dreams.
Please, God, will you bring solutions where there are challenges.
Please, God, will you restore futures.
May we, your church, know your love.
May we, your church, show your love.
Amen.
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