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Use this handy guide to build your own custom 
harvest service. You could follow the outline exactly 
as it is or chop and change it to suit your church. 
Thank you for joining us this harvest.

Web links

For online services: you can add any website links 
into the chat facility.

For face-to-face services: you can put website  
links up on the screen for people to look up during 
the service or copy down to take home and look  
up later.

Welcome and opening prayer
Along with your usual brilliant welcome, you  
could open by saying one of our harvest prayers. 
Mention that the theme of the service is ‘The  
freedom to grow’, and that it will be supporting 
Tearfund’s harvest appeal.

Readings
Incorporate these into your service however you like:

Psalm 1:1-3
Psalm 107:31-38
Deuteronomy 24:19-21

Appeal slides

These slides provide all the background info you 
need on Tearfund’s appeal. You can show these  
in your service and talk through them or allow  
people to read through them in their own time. 

Video

This inspiring video looks at the work Tearfund  
is doing to support farmers in Nepal. It can be used 
together with or as an alternative to the slides.

Give people the freedom 
to grow this harvest 

Harvest Appeal

Your harvest  
service builder

Give
You can be an answer to prayer for people like Mahima around the 
world who are living in poverty. A gift from your church today could give 
communities like her’s the freedom to grow again.

£41
could train a farmer like 
Mahima in new farming 

techniques, so they can free 
themselves from poverty.

could help set up a new water 
irrigation system, enabling 

local farmers (like Mahima) to 
adapt to the climate crisis.

£88
could provide a farmer like 
Mahima with materials to 
launch a new business in 
struggling communities; 

investing in them for the future.

£184

Above: Production in Mahima’s field is increasing. Rukum East District, Nepal.

https://www.tearfund.org/-/media/tearfund/files/get-involved/resource-pack/harvest-church-resources-freedom-to-grow/harvest-appeal-2022-info-powerpoint.pptx
https://vimeo.com/733663259/a0b7448229
https://www.tearfund.org/-/media/tearfund/files/get-involved/resource-pack/harvest-church-resources-freedom-to-grow/harvest-appeal-2022-prayer-points-print-friendly.pdf
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Talk 

This talk should take around 10 minutes. Feel free  
to use it as it is or to adapt it and make it your own. 

There is an old saying that goes: ‘May you live in 
interesting times.’ At first glance it may seem to be 
a blessing, but really it can feel more like an insult. It 
seems to me as though we have been living through 
some very interesting times indeed. The last few years 
have seen some of the most seismic changes in living 
memory: huge shifts on a societal and even a global 
level. The amount of times the word ‘unprecedented’ 
has been used has been, well, unprecedented. The 
pandemic, political crises, climate change, conflict…  
we live in interesting times.

The irony with all this change that has been happening 
is that it can make it very hard, as individuals and 
communities, to grow. It’s hard to feel rooted when 
the ground beneath your feet keeps moving. And when 
you feel uprooted, growth can seem impossible. Now, 
certainly there are seasons when the best thing we 
can do is hunker down; hold fast; weather the storm. 
That is how the pandemic felt for most of the time.

But we cannot live like that all of the time. We all 
have longings. We all have dreams. We all have 
visions of what life could be – both for ourselves and 
for our community. And God knows this. If God lays 
something upon your heart, if the Holy Spirit plants a 
seed in your soul, then the most powerful forces in the 
universe are on the side of your growth. The prophet 
Jeremiah said that the word God gave to him was ‘in 
my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am 
weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.’ (Jeremiah 
20:9). If we deny what is deepest within us, then 
something inside will wither away. 

Many people around the world are forced to deny  
their dreams by circumstances that they cannot 
escape. They simply do not have the freedom to  
grow. In places like Nepal, the climate crisis is forcing 
families to shrink back from visions of a better life.  
Like a quarter of the world’s population, many people  
in Nepal are subsistence farmers. In other words,  
they rely on what they can grow to survive. When 
conditions for growing are good, it can be a beautiful 
way of life. But increasingly, and alarmingly, conditions 
are deteriorating.

We might think of Nepal as a place of stunning 
mountain ranges, yet it is becoming a place of  
drought. And when the rains fail, hope dries up.  
Crops and livestock die. Communities shrivel as  
people are forced to move to cities just to survive.  
A whole way of life is fading.

This is not how it should be. This is not how God 
intends it to be. Poverty is not God’s plan. We are. The 
church is. As the body of Christ, we are invited to be 
God’s hands and feet, joining with his great story of 
restoration. Part of building God’s kingdom is making 
sure that people – all people – have the freedom to 
dream; the freedom to be who God created them to 
be; the freedom to grow. 

Organisations like Tearfund are making that happen 
in places like Nepal, and we can play our part. Their 
local partners have been installing irrigation systems 
in remote communities, which are helping to combat 
the effects of the climate crisis. They’re also providing 
seeds, tools and training to vulnerable farmers. As 
families can grow food again, communities can grow 
in strength again. Dreams can flourish again; hope 
becomes as real as the thriving fields of crops.

It’s amazing work, but there’s so much more to be 
done. And that’s where we come in.

For tens of millions of people across the world, 
extreme weather events mean losing their homes, 
food and livelihoods. People living in poverty are being 
hit by the climate crisis the hardest. Something has to 
be done – and it starts with churches like ours deciding 
that we’re going to take action. 

By supporting Tearfund’s Harvest Appeal we, together 
as a community, can give people in poverty the 
freedom to grow again. We can help communities on 
the other side of the world adapt to climate change 
and step in to their God-given potential. If not us, then 
who? If not now, then when? We have the opportunity 
to make a difference as a church – to answer our 
calling and be a blessing to others.

If we as a church raise £200, we could help transform 
an entire farming community by providing an irrigation 
system that will enable people to grow food even in 
drought. This will help break cycles of poverty and stop 
villages from withering away.

Donating is easy. You can do this now online at 
tearfund.org/harvest or by giving to the collection  
at the end of this service.

Harvest Appeal

tearfund.org/harvest
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Thank you so much. It’s a huge privilege to be able  
to make a difference together as a church. 

We’ve all been living through interesting times. We’ve 
all been through a period of immense challenge – a 
period in which dreams may have been put on hold; 
where life has been more about getting through the 
day, rather than thriving. It won’t always be that way. 
And that is one of the reasons why we are here – why 
we gather as a church; to help one another to grow; 
to encourage one another to dream, and together, as 
friends and family, to help make those dreams happen.

To finish, I’m going to read the two verses we read at 
the start, as a prayer for us and for the people of Nepal 
and other places around the world where poverty has 
taken away their freedom to grow:

‘They sowed fields and planted vineyards that  
yielded a fruitful harvest; he blessed them, and their 
numbers greatly increased, and he did not let their 
herds diminish.’

‘Blessed is the one… whose delight is in the law of  
the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and 
night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of 
water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf 
does not wither – whatever they do prospers.’

Amen.

Harvest Appeal

Prayers
We’ve created this guide to setting up a prayer 
room. But you can also take the prayers from 
the slides to use in your service. You can pray 
communally as a church, as small groups or  
as individuals.

 Mahima at home in a village in the 
Rukum East District, Nepal with her two 
daughters Namrata (6) and Khusi (3).
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https://www.tearfund.org/-/media/tearfund/files/get-involved/resource-pack/harvest-church-resources-freedom-to-grow/harvest-appeal-2022-prayer-room-powerpoint.pptx


Petition
There are opportunities for your congregation to sign 
our Time to deliver petition in our appeal slides. If 
you wanted to incorporate it into a service, you could 
adapt the following wording:

People living in poverty are being hit by the climate 
crisis the hardest – a crisis being caused by the 
wealthiest nations. This is a huge injustice. But we can 
make a difference by making sure that governments 
keep their promises.

Back in 2009, higher-income countries, like the 
UK, promised to give $100 billion a year from 2020 
onwards to help countries like Nepal adapt to the 
impacts of climate change. It’s a promise that they’ve 
failed to keep, and the result is more and more 
families and communities that are withering away.

Local churches around the UK, supported by Tearfund, 
are putting pressure on the UK Government to step up. 
They’re urging it to influence other wealthy nations to 
deliver on their promises of financial support for those 
living on the frontline of the climate crisis. Now, as an 
act of harvest worship, we’re going to join in. 

tearfund.org 
Tearfund, 100 Church Road, Teddington TW11 8QE United Kingdom 

 +44 (0)20 3906 3906   info@tearfund.org   /Tearfund

Registered office: Tearfund, 100 Church Road, Teddington TW11 8QE. Registered in England: 994339. A company limit-
ed by guarantee. Registered Charity No. 265464 (England & Wales) Registered Charity No. SC037624 (Scotland) 
Photos: Rabi Rokka/Tearfund  00596-(0722)

As a church, we’d like each of us to  
sign Tearfund’s petition asking the UK 
Government to tell higher-income nations  
it’s time to deliver. I’m going to break 
convention here and ask you to get out  
your phone if you have one. If you’re  
watching online, then feel free to hop over  
to Tearfund’s website. Let’s take the next few 
minutes to sign this petition online – it’s a 
really simple process, but it will make a huge 
difference to people in need – giving them 
the freedom to grow again. The address is 
tearfund.org/timetodeliver. 

[Allow up to 5 mins for this]

Harvest Appeal

 Mahima preparing a meal at home in a 
village in the Rukum East District, Nepal.

To the church leader
Thank you for taking the time to share Mahima’s 
story, and the importance of taking action on 
the climate emergency, with your congregation. 
We hope that, together, you have been moved 
to act. As always, we’re right here if we can help 
with any further information. You can reach us 
by email at churches@tearfund.org

http://tearfund.org/forms/climate-petition?tf_source=218360
http://tearfund.org/forms/climate-petition?tf_source=218360
mailto:info@tearfund.org
mailto:churches@tearfund.org
tearfund.org

